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Rotary Reads: Empowering Communities through Literacy™

As Rotarians, we believe that education is the key to unlotkmg a bnghter future, This September, we proudly celebrate Basic
Literacy and Education Month, reaffirming our c {E ities through the gift of literacy.

Literacy s the foundation upon which individuals, families, and sncleﬂes thrme It apens doors to new opportunities, fosters
personal growth, and breaks the cycle of poverty. Through our literacy programs and projects, we strive to create a workd whers
everyone has the chance to read, learn, and succeed,

From supporting schoods and [ibraries to mentoring students and teachers, Rotarians are dedicated to making a difference in
education. We believe that every individual deserves access to quality learning resources and opportunities to reach their full

potential.

As we celebrate Basic Literacy and Manth, let us the p of literacy ta { lives and

Let us continue to wark together to create a world where everyone can read, write, and thrive,
Rtn Vikash Jalan
Editor ‘Concard’

Dasar Rotary Family members

Greetings to each of you in the spirit of service and fellowship.As we embark on another enlightening edition of our Club
Magazine Concord.

Dur Club has actively engaged in meaningful prajects in the month of August . We have organlsed LN 4 prosthetic hand camp
which was a huge success, It always feels good when you can put a smile on someone’s face. Same day we have inaugurated
our Ratary Vaczination centre by our District Governor, which is a big milestane in the history of Rotary Club of Tinsukia
District Governor official visit to our club on 3rd August, it is the day we get to showcase the work done by our club, It's the
day the District Governor showers praise and acknowledge that the Rotary dub of Tinsukia has made a difference to the
numerows fives that we have touched.

Our dedication to sockal welfare unwavering through the manth. We distrik d school bags, umbrella, water
bottle to the children of Happy School and also conducted several awareness camps on mumps and Cervical Cancer , and free
Physintherapy camp for three days was organized in our RCC.

Moreover , we took a signifi steps towards envi | inability by planting trees in front of our RCC and too by
our Rotarylets on 15th August 2024,

As we move forward, let us rerember the wise words of Martin Luther " Darkness cannot dreive out darkness, only light can
do that, Hate cannot drive out hate, only love can do that ° let's get together, bet's create Magic, and let's continue our
journey of service, making a positive difference in the lives of those we touch.

Rtn Niraj Agarwal
President 2024-25
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Monsters of sound sleep

- Rtn. Neha Sovasaria

Many of us complain of not being able to have a good night's
sleep.

There are various recommendations on how to sleep. However,
let us Jeave position, methad, timing, duration, amblence, etc of
sleeping for another blog and Just take only variable |.e., bed.

It Is best to sleep as close to the ground as possible, Shrl Ram,
during his time in forest, slept on tree leaves. Since we are not
E0ing to sleep on the ground, it is best to sleep on a mattress
[thin if possible else thick), which is laid on ground. However, for
rmost of us that would not be practical. So, the next best thing
would be 1o use an Indian waditonal weaved bed which is also
known by the name of "khatiya”. Let us be real, who in today's
world sleeps on a "khatiya™?

Let's say "khatiya” s not possible, At least we should sleep on a
bed with four legs, These beds are traditionally called “Takta” or
"Takt™ where alr can pass below the bed. Ok, let me stop joking
now. This s 21st century and who even thinks like this.

Let us be modern and talk about what most of us actually sleep
on. Our beds are designed such that there is no space for air to
pass below it. Moreover, due to space constraints, we like to have
storage under our bed, This gives the perfect opportunity for
monsters to get inside and haunt us at night. You still don't
believe me?

Let us not kid ourselves. Many of us don't even ber what

FOOTPRINTS

Ome night a man had a dream. He dreamed he was walking
along the beach with the Lord.
Across the sky flashed scenes from his life, For each scene he
noticed two sets of footprints in the sand: one belonged to
him and the other to the Lord.

When the last of his life flashed before him, he looked back
at the footprints in the sand. He noticed that many times
along the path of hislife there was only one set of footprints,
He also noticed that it happened at the very lowest and
saddest times in his life.

This really bothered him and he questioned the Lord about
i " Lord, you sald that once | decided to follow you, you'd
walk with me all the way. But | have noticed that during the
mosE tmhlesnme times in my life there is only one sat of

we put In those spaces under the bed. Rarely do we open and
shuffle the items inside.

First thing, if air cannot pass under the bed, energies get stuck in
such spaces. Why is it so important o have energies regulated
below the bed? Because we spend B hours (give or take} on bed
l.e,, one third of the day, So, what happerns In bed matters a bot.

Second thing, when we have old unused items, they create an
impact on your subtle mind. When we are sleeping, of course our
conscious mind takes rest. Now what we percelve is no more our
conscious decision. Now you understand those weird dreams?
During sadhana, a sadhu Is very conscious on which land sadhana
is performed, on what ashan it is performed. Sometimes, some of
them even bury certain things below the ground on which they
would perform sadhana, Some of them put some Yantra below
their ashan, Hope you get the drift of importance of stuff you
keep under your bed.

Third thing, if by chance you have kept old clothes or stuff of
people who have already passed away, or for some reason, stuff
of people you don't like {yes, there can be such a situation toa), it
would be very difficult to get rid of their memaries.

S0, what to do now?

1f you are stuck with such a bed, there are few things you can do.
One, try te shuffle things at least a couple of times in a year
Second, try to keep only winter related items under the bed so
that naturally you take them eut once a year. Third, be consclous
of what you put below your sleeping bed and how It may affect
you. If you think that you are having issues that might relate to
stuff under your bed, please remove them and keep them
somewhere else.

And one last thing, use a thick cotton or a silk bed coveran your
bed before you sleep.
Have a good night and not |et the monster take over tonite!!

Iden't | why when | needed you most
you would leave me. "

Teh Lord replied, " My precious child, | love you and | would

never keave you during your times of trial and suffering,

when you see one setof footprints it was then that | carried
"

Source ; Cnling
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INVESTMENTS PERSONAL FINANCE TIPS
Hacks To Avoid Financial Scams

Investing Is as much about managing emotions as it Is about
making Informed decisions. One of the most challenging
ermations to keep In check is greed. While it's natural to want the
highest returns on your investments, this desire can lead to
pitfalls that are often disgulsed as golden opportunities. The
adage “If it seems too good to be true, it probably 5 holds a lot
of wisdom, especially in the world of finance.

The Allure of High Returns

Everyone dreams of mudtiplying their money quickly, and the
promise of high returns can be lrresistible. Howewver, this dream
often blinds Investors to the risks involved, \When an lnvestment.
opportunity promises returns far beyond market norms, it's
essential to ask hard questions. Why is this opportunity offering
such high returns? What risks are imvolved? s the imestment
backed by credible assets or just empty promises?

Imagine a businessman in Mumbai who hears about an
Investment schere offering 25% retums every month. It sounds
[ke & dream come true, The promaters have flashy brochures,
glowing testimonials, and a fancy office In a prime location,
Without much thought, he invests a large part of his savings,
believing he'll double his maney in no time,

Bast within months, the compary stops paying, the office closes,
and the The is feft with
nothing but regret, This story is not unique. Across India, from
Delhi to Kerala, people are drawn in by the promise of quick
riches, only to lese everything.

The Guwahati Scam: A Hard Lesson

Take the recent financial scandal in Guwahati, A stockbroking
firm promised incredibly high returns, attracting thousands of
investors. The firm gquickly became well-known in the area, and
many people believed they were on the road to wealth,

One of the victims was a schoolteacher who had saved Rs 50
lakhs for her daughter's education, Trusting the firm's promises,
she Invested her entire savings. But when the firm suddenly shut
down and the director vanished, her dreams were shattered. Her
daughter'’s education plans were rulned, and her life savings
wene gone. This case i a stark reminder of what can happen
when greed takes over.

Ponzi Schemes: Commaon Yet Devastating

Ponzi schemes have caused misary for countless people in india,
In West Bengal, the infamous Saradha scam feft thousands of
[nvestors penniless, A retired govermnment employes from
Holkata inwested his entive retirement savings, lured by the
promise of doubling his money In just a few years. When the
scheme collapsed, his dreams of a comfortable retirement
vanished.

In Karnataka, a group of women pooled their savings into a chit
fund that promised high returns, When the fund's operator

their it for  weddings and
eme Ies —Ware gone, 'I'hese storles highlight the dangers of
bfindly chasing high retumns.

In all these stories, there's-a common thread: the lack of sound
financial advice. In the pursuit of high returns, many investors
averlook the importance of having a trusted advisor.

= Rtn. Bhanu Pratap Jain

Why you nead an Advisor?

Think of investing like playing cricket. Whan you're playing gulty
cricket with friends, you don't need a coach—you can rely on
your instincts and basic skills. But as you move up to district or
national levels, where the stakes are highes, having a coach
becomes essential. A coach provides guidance, helps you refine
your technigue, and keeps you focused on your goals. Similarly,
In Investing, while you might manage on your ewn with small
Iwestments, when you're aiming for bigger financial goals, a
trusted advisor is crucial. They offer expertise, strateglc planning,
and help you navigate the complexities of the market, ensuring
you're on the right path.

Objective Guidance: A good advisor serves as a voice of reason,
helping you stay focused on your long-term goals rather than
getting swayed by short-term temptations, They can provide an
objective perspective, guiding you away from emotional
decisions driven by greed or fear.

Expert Inslght- Advisors bring expertise and experience to the
table. They can analyze compleéx investment opportunities,
identify potential risks, and recommend strategies that align with
your financial goals, They stay updated on market trends and

regulatory  changes, ensuring your  nvestments are
well-positioned.
Risk Management: Advisors help you bulld a diversified portfolio,

spreading your investments across different asset classes to
minimize risk. This way, even if one investment fails, your overall
portfolio remains stable.

Fo! Scam Detection: In a country where financial scams are
all teo comman, an advisor can help you steer clear of fraudulent
schernes, They can (dentify red flags, helping you avold
toc-good-to-be-true offers and ensusing ‘your hard-eamned
money Is protected.

Howr to Awvoid the Greed Trap
%0, how canyou protect yourself from falling into the greed trap?
Here are some tips:

Do Your Homework: Before investing, research thoroughly. Look
into the company’s history, read reviews, and verify their claims.
Diversify Your Spread your across
different assets to reduce risk. Don't put aII your money in one

place
Ask L}ur-stlnns If an Investment promises enusually high returns,
be skeptical, Ask where the returns come from, what the Tisks
are, and whether the investment is backed by real assets.

Enow Your Limits: Understand your risk tolerance. Not everyona
can handle the emotional and financial stress of high-risk
investments.

Learn from Others: The stories of those who lost everything
serve a5 powerfll reminders to  prioritize safety and
sustainability over quick profits,

Conclusion: Invest Wisely and Stay Grounded
The pursuit of high returns can be tempting, but as we've seen, it
Beads to financial disaster. The key to successful imvesting is
a balanced approach: do your research, manage your risks, and
keep your emotions In check. Remember, if an investment
opportunity seems too good to be true, it probably is. By
avoiding the greed trap and working with a trusted advisor, you
can achieve congistent, sustainable returns and protect your
financial future



Debunking Myth: A Closer Look at Membership in Rotary Clubs
- Rtn Dr Sallesh Sarmah, Er.
Within the vibrant and diverse ¢ ity of Rotary clubs worldwide, & comman mise ion persists to denote a hierarchical
striscture within chubs based on the length of membership or age of members, However, upon closer examination of Rotary's
principles and practices, it becomes evidant that such distinetions are not only unfounded but also contrary to the core values that
underpin Rotary International.

Rotary's Founding Principles: Service above Self

Founded I 1905 by Paul Harris, Rotary International has from Its inception been rooted In the principle of service abave self The
arganization's mission is to bring together business and professional keaders to provide humanitarian service, encourage high ethical
standards, and advance world understanding, peace, and goodwill among all people. This mission is carried out through the collective
efforts of its members, who are known simply as Rotarians, without any internal stratification based on seniority.

The Rotarian Experlence: A lourmey of Contlnuous Growth

The experience of being a Rotarian is one of continuous growth, kearning, and contributi Memhers are to participate
In various club activities, cormmunity service projects, and i i Initiatives, The devek kills, the fostering
of personal connections, and the opportunity to make a meaningful impact in the world are hef aspects of ‘Rotarian [ife. These
experiences are available to all members, regardless of their length of servica or age.

Membership Categories: A Focus on Diversity and Inclusion

Rotary clubs welcome Individuals from a wide range of backg and ages. ries are designed to
ensure rm:lusl\-llt\.I and diversity, allnming clubs to draw uponabrnad spe:trumoftalents and persperhu!s While there are categories
such as "vocational® and "classified" memberships that reflect members' professions, these serve to enrich the club’s collective
expertise and service capabilities, not to establish a hierarchy,

The Role of Experience and Leadership

While experience and leadership are highly valued in Rotary, they are recognized and rewarded through roles and responsibilities that
members assume based on ther skills, Interests, and commitment to service. These roles include committee memberships, clul:
officer positions, and participation in district and i sonal Retary programs. The path to leadership is open to all Retarians, and
the opportunity to lead is based on merit and the desire to serve, not on the length of one's membership or age.

& Community of Equals

The notion of Senior and Junier Rotarians, as understood in the context of hierarchical status, isa myth within the Rotary community,
Rotary clubs are composed of members who are equals In their commitment to service and their potential te contribute to the
organization's mission, The true essence of Rotary fies in its collective spirit, where every member, regardless of their background or
length of service, has the opportunity to make a difference and grow as a leader. By fostering an eswironment of mutual respect and
shared purpose, Rotary continues to inspire and empower individuals around the world to take action and create lasting change.
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6 BLUNDERS YOU SHOULD O
AVOID TO
ACHIEVE YOUR
INVESTING GOALS

- Rin Prakash lain

Do you imvest in mutual funds? Are you imesting to achieve your goals, or s it
aimbess? If you are investing without a-goal, you need to consider goal-based
imvesting.

Goal-based Inwesting s the imvestment strategy where you align your

imvestments with your financial goals within a specific timeframe However,

before you carry out goal-based Investment, here are six key don’ts you must

keep in mind.

Don't set unrealistic goals: We all have lofty financial goals that we wish o

achieve, It Is okay to daydream about these goals. But If you plan to save and i ° 4SEPTEMBER
imrest money for your financial goals, then ensure the goals are realistic in and Literacy Manth

nature, When setting goals, it i essential to consider your financial = 4

clrcumstances such as Income, expenses and exlsting debt, Don't forget about
satting a timeline for aach of the goals. Commiindy

Don't chase trands: In this era of information overlad, it is easy to get lost and OCTOBERs-- Economic and
Irvest in current trends, You might want to try out the new fad your friend or Develapenint Manth
colleague has tried and had massive gains, But wait. |t might be detrimental to
your finances, If you get tempted, reduce your exposure to such sources and
stick to your goal-based Investment journey.

Don't ignore emergency funds:We understand that you want to invest your
maoney in an investment option that gives you the highest retum and achieve
your financial goals fast. But before you start Investing to achleve your goals,
you need to have an emergency fund. Emergency funds will help you cover Disease Preventian
unexpected expenses during emergencies, These emergencies can vary from -- and Treatmant
Job logs to medical exlgencles. For such times, you need atleast three or slx
manths of your expenses kept aside in an emergency fund. Liquid fund, a type
of debt muteal fund, Is recommeanded for building emesgency funds. When you
hawe an emeargency fund, you don't have to sedl your mutual fund investments
marked for your finandal goals to meet your temporary needs, This, in turn,
helps you to reach your financial goals on time.

Don't panlc during market volatility: Market ups and downs are part and parcel
of the investment journey, When there is heightened volatility or a correction
phase, It Is normal to be fearful, You might feel that all your investments will go
to zero and want to sell it even if It means salling with a loss.

But doing that would be 2 big mistake because you will soon see that the market
has regained its traction and has gone up again, 5o don’t panic and make

--aNOVEMBER

impulsive decisions. Stick to your investment strategy. Viater, Sanitation, .-sMARCH
Don't forget inflation: Inflation is the silent element that impacts every investor. and Hyglene Manth
Itis easy to consider the current value of your goal and start investing, However,

Insuch a scenario, you won’t be able to accomplich your goal within the specific
time frame. The reason i that you forgot ta include inflation in your calculation, _

Inflation reduces the value of money ower time. Hence, It is important to APRIL® - Envirenmuntal
consider the inflation rate of the particular sector. For instance, if you are Manth
planning for a child’s higher education, it is important to consider the rate at

which the tuition fee of that particular course is increasing along with other
EXPENGES.

Don't time the market:Do you believe that you can perfectly time the market
and make substantial gains?The truth is that it is extremely rare to enter and exit
the market at the right time. In most cases, instead of buying low and selling
high, you might buy high and sell low. So, If you plan to achieve your goals, trying
‘to time the market weuld be futlle.

Instead imvest in mutual funds through Systematic Investment Plan{3IP]. Thiswill
help take market timing out of the equation as you will confinue to invest a
specific sum Irmespactive of the market movements. When the market Is down,
you get more units of the fund and fewer units when the market is headi
higher. Over a complete market cycle, this discipline of investing through 5P will
help create substantial wealth.

To conclude, if you are investing in mutual funds, then make it goal-basad
investrnernt, This will ensure you do not redeem or backtrack before the
tirmeframe of that particular goal,

Yauth Service
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PTEMBER

Rtn, Deepak Prithany - 10th
Rtn. Paresh Patwani - 17th

Rtr. Mano| Goel - 20th

Rtn. Prakash Jain - 20th

Rtn. Mane] Mone - 21st

Rtn. Jaswant Singh - 25t/

Rtn. Shyam Sundar Thard - 27th
Rtn. Dr. Pankaj Sharma - 25th

Rtn, Bhuban Singh Dohutia - 11th

Q. When is
celebrated?
Answer, lanuary 29th
0. Which year was
Mawspaper published?
Answer, 1780

0. What is the most widely spoken
lznguage in Indizn newspapers?

Answer. English

. Which Indian newspaper |s known 2z the
“Did Lady of Borl Bunder™?

Answer. The Times of India

0. Which Indizn newspaper was founded by
Bal Gangadhar Tilak?

Angwer, Kesarl

. What is the largest circulated regional
newspaper in India?

Answer. Dainik Bhaskar

. Which Indian newspaper was launched
by Madan Mohan Malaviva?

Answeer, Hindustan Times

0. What is the full form of RNI in the context
of Indian newspapers?

Answer. Registrar of Newspapers for India
0. Who was the first woman editor of an
Indian newspaper?

Anzwer. Durga Bhagwat

Q. Which Indizan newspaper ks known for Its
pink pages?

Answier, The Economic Times

Indian  Mewspaper Day

the first Indian

Q. Which newspaper published the
first-ever  photograph  in an  Indian
NEWSPAPErT

Answer, The Bombay Samachar

. What is the first newspaper in India to be
pubdished in & foreign language?

Answer. Hicky's Bengal Gazette (in English}
. Which Indlan newspaper is known for Its
“Extraaa Innings” feature during cricket
matches?

Answer. The Telegraph
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Art by Rotarylets

= Yesterday, | couldn't figure out whethes
SOPMeOne whs waving at me of the person
behind me. In other news, | lost ry lfeguarding
job.

» At @ party, 2 woman admenished her
husbhand, saying, “That's the fourth tme you've
gone back for ice cream and cake, Doesn't it
embarrass you?” He shrugged and answered,
Why should it7 | keap talfing thermn it's for you™

= A bear walks into 2 bar and says, “Can | have
a ... Coke?" The bartander asks, "What's with the
big pause?” The bear replies, *1 don't know. |
wias boen with theen”

» “Myson had to give up his career becawse of
fallen arches." said a man to his friend. “He's an
athlate?” the friand asked. The man shook his
head and replied, "An architect.”

» A man dining at a seafood restaurant asked
for a lobster tail. The waitress smiled sweatly
and said, “Once ‘upon a time, there was this
lobster ..
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Sais o R Rekedh Adrerwed

= Give a man a fish, and he will eat
for a day. Teach a man to fish, and he
will sit In & boat and drink beer all day.

+ A manwent o see his doctor, and
the doctor said, *I have some bad
news and some worse news."” The
man asked for the bad news first, and
the dactor raplied, "You have only 24
hours to five.” Gutted, the man said,
“That's tesribbe| Wait a
minuté—what’s the worse news?"
The doctor responded, *1 should have
told you yesterday”

= Husband and wife had a tiff, Wife
called up her mom and sald, "He
fought with me again, 1 am coming to
Ihve with you."

WMo zald, "No darling, he must pay
for his mistake. | am coming to Bve
with you.

agar, Near Arunachal Pradesh LB Tinsukia (Assarm)
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